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SUGGESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND APPLICATION 

(1) Why is greatness never great to itself? In what do life’s great 
individuals find their strength and their pleasure? What deter- 
mines the individual’s mastery of any situation? What actually 
constitutes greatness? How and by whom may it be recognized? 

(2) Why is balance as much a necessity of greatness as of every other 
stage of growth? What relation exists between higher and lower 
planes of manifestation? 

(3) How can those who govern be nonexistent in fact? On what does a 
continuance in a position of leadership depend? What is the 
symbolism of the door? 

(4) Why must a man appreciate himself? What does self-appreciation 
mean? Under what circumstances is it necessary? How must ac- 
tivity keep pace with growth? 
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The symbolism of the ridiculous is the escape of mind from 
the pyramiding limitations of its own creative efforts 
world together to fit its version of its own outreaching needs in the 
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e caught up in its own 
almost solipsistic self-reactions and its progress as a social entity 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND APPLICATION 


(1) What is the best technique of self-renewal? Why 


take things too seriously? What is the constructive way out? 


What value has a diet of nonsense? 
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(2) How only may the individual hope to reach his goal on the path to 
illumination? How does modern fiction compare with folklore? 
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HOW WILL YOU GO ABOUT 
ESTABLISHING YOUR OWN KINGDOM OF HEAVEN HERE AND NOW? WHAT IS 





WHAT AND WHERE IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? 














ITS PRIMARY PURPOSE? 


Lesson 3002, issued 1 


STUDIES 


This lesson is the second of two additional ones, 
consideration of another of the overall 


of Concepts, namely, 


in the values and rewards of a convent 
any individual may hope 


0/8/18 


IN ALICE 


XXVI 


= THE 


Marc Edmund Jones 


that it is only 











He is cal 
to hold to the realiz 
he were 
any separation in pra 
un 
to be any truth in th 
ture and it is his pr 














led on to attain to a stat 
ation enunciat 
lifted up he would draw all 





ctical 





e godlin 
ivilege 





one side or debasemen 
preserve his tie with 


ess in 
to go 


to reach his goal on 














all oth 








on 
literature and drama 
release for the spiri 
regather itself as it 
human effort and pret 
be an unbroken anchor 








that can 
t, and 

stands 
ense, bu 
age in 











ers at root. 
ly part of the purpose served by folk 

be classed 
the soul must 


Page 76 


KINGDOM OF EARTH 


and is a 








ted by Jesus to the effect 
men up wii 
fact between the godly person and 
iversally quickened or oriented neighbors and relatives if 

question. 
to any 
t on the other as long as he manages someh 
Therefore imagin 





LES 





ta 





ramifying circumstances of self-involvement. 


of proportion comes i 
ous dramatization of 

gion and community en 
and tradition, 
practical 
self and to what is w 
cially it is polish, 

haps no more than fun 














phase of life and its kaleidoscopic activities. 
or to the growth in self-refinement 
in his own consciousness is always 
By his own experience or 


can be said to be sop 
to the point where th 
equipped to meet th 





n, 
reality. 
terprise, 


competency or an ability 
orth while in 


and in 
damental 





and where th 


is 





rac 





There are th 


together with all 
and this is not imaginative achievement but 
to hold firmly to center within 
the life of the group. 
he simplest form is good manners of per- 
ly friendly instincts relative to every 





as comedy. 

t have every 
apart and sees the futil 
t also and concurrently there must also 
the practical issue of the momen 


principles in the Philosophy 
through an intensified interest 
tional or everyday living that 

the path of 
ure far beyond his fellows, 


illumination. 
but yet 
that if 

cannot be 
his less 
there is 

Man is a social crea- 








th him. There 





limit of exaltation on the 





ow to 
ation is 
t of 
to be 
ty to 
much 





and all the gamu 
There is 
opportuni 


lity of so 














t and the 
Here is where a sense 
served by its more seri- 

ritualization of reli- 
the demands of custom 
rather is a 











Superfi- 








histica 


e j 


tion, 
ndividual 











immedia 





his studies, and help 
tives of life built 
even each special gro 
when he needs them. 
side of his character 











ed to an 
up in th 
The tru 
and 
nal 





and 





aginative, inspiratio 
given in the precedin 


There is a kingdom of earth no less 








situa 
infini 





into an intellec 
e community, 
e occult 


tual herit 
he has 


tion. 


In a very apt way it 











tely grea 


t extent by the narra- 








for each race and 
the answers ready 


tage 





tist is called on to build up this 





talents and endowments no less than 
inner realizations to which attention was 
g lesson. 


the im- 





than one of heaven, and 





its primary purpose is to afford a practical matrix in which the 


Studies in Alice 


principle of tragedy is afforded a full play for i 
Here is where people truly exalt 


XXVI 


th 


emselves in an 


Page 77 


ts manifestation. 
effort to live and 


to 





be better than they are, 


themselves if they fail to at 
Human kind have always loved 
of self-sacrifice lived by th 
those who have given some 


of 


fore the hopes of men. 





Sort: of 
a light 
quent i 
dedica 
rushes 
does li 
thronem 
much 
rath 
down 








also this marked facet of soph 
drawn in the course of all the lessons making up the 
s and dedicated drive 
such as can be shared among men however much this may have been s 
Man is only ridiculous bec 
atever it may be that he is 
of these studies 


There h 
dinated 


do, and 


n 


nn 


ah 
ft 


onsense or as the ou 
t dismissal of opport 
er regathering of 
tion that comes to it 


ls 


even 


tain 


the point of a wi 
in accordance wi 








th 








new 
This 


tun 
th 
ts 








up everyon 





en 


t here and now or in 
to reach out to a divinity and achieve a self-transcendence as 
er to create a high divinity of selfhood by its dedication to 


-on-earth needs and hopes. 


an 





e sain 


can be seen 
treach 


e sel 
point of a now-or-never det 
ead to a dream of accomp] 
d bring spiritual 
everyday terms. 


tales of high chi 
ts and 
name for 





therefor 





llingness 
th their ideal 
valry or the 

















to potentialit 





lf and its powers 





lishment ina fas 





Th 


ies not 





as rather the 


hion 





e inst 


to destroy 
Sh 
lives 
the near-impossible heroism 
tradition to hang high be- 
as a different 

so much with 
ities and responsibilities and a conse- 


self- 


termination and 
that indeed 
values to a sure en- 
tinct is not so 


The achievement of imagination in Alice in Wonderland has 








as been th 








tion to 


itu 





thei 
they su 
does so 
what he 
cause h 
Seekers 
diet a 
test of 
nicatio 
putting 
mos 
that 
but tru 
idea of 





el A 











genuinel 


al seeking. 





r participa 


very seriou 


to the comedy point 
he is inept in the light of wh 
the final contribut 
the crying need for a 
A grown man may get 
with his children if th 
tion 


in 





ffer from their stature 
this sort an 
he is revealed as deficient 
ts and claims make no sense to 
eternal truth are most incl 
Idish play-acting as a proposition of ritual, 
ffectiveness of commu- 
tma Gandhi fasted as a way of 
t would be al- 
universally obvious 
th him it was not comedy 





mething of 
is doing, 
is act 
for 
nd to 
merit 
n for 
polit 


chil 
in 








tical 


e tragedy, and 
such sort that 
y spiritual 


everyth 
a larger ideal. 
pressu 
silly to meet with 
it proved impossible 


insi 


i 


f 


Ln 
c ma 





of near 
tion of 
a whole 











ly all the pret 
human foibl 


cen 


les was a si 
new day of human 





ght 


EL Of 





tion 


is 
the 








ng of 





orce, 


the hist 


istication, 


view. 


more intell 


fun by el 
as so much less than his. 
d then c] 


the sort is 
When Maha 
re on an a 
the 
to resist 


to which 


attention has 


been 


series. 





original 








trying 


is in directing a 








ligent pra 
down on t 
y is play 
liminating s 





obvious] 











Lined 





th 


in all 


to accomplishment 


ubor- 
ause 
to 
tten- 





cticality 
he carpe 
, ora 
ome of 




















uthority with wh 

meaning was so 
him. Wit 

tory of religion i 





Ch si 








t is the impact 











rks the 





stages in a forwa 





CS. 





Lewis Carroll saw 
se around him, 


rd progress of 





in his dramat 





insights might arise. 


t and roll 
facilitation 
the handicaps 
But if he 
laims high spiritual meaning for 
in sophistication be- 
the others around him. 

to oddities of dress and 
and the 





t of 
the 


the ridiculousness 
but implicit 
tress of the potentialities out of which 





tiza- 


Studies in Alice XXVI Page 78 


The symbolism of tragedy in life is the transcendence of an 
immediately ridiculous set of circumstances or human manner of acting 
by bringing out the validity of the real values as these are supported 
in a living and worthy tradition and men therefore are happy to exert 























themselves to protect them and to bring others to accept them and also 
by stressing the human ineptness that would debase these or allow them 
to be abandoned. When attention is given to the human deficiencies 





of themselves the result is the comedy or the current exhibition of 
everyday accidents and incidents by which men gain their day-by-day 






































refreshment of the spirit. It is in this area that the press has its 
principal fous, as well as all phases of the entertainment field. 
But on and beyond is the deeper reality. Sensationalism approaches 


this, but not in any healthy fashion since there is an element of ex- 
aggeration or the pure burlesque in the shoddy dealing with the blood 
and tears. What is offered is still the escape, although there is 

the symbolism for the higher. 




















The law of applied psychology is that there must be the 
call to the greater self-dedication despite all that may be offered by 

















way of the immediate release of the spirit. Man’s inner nature needs 
its refreshment, but not primarily as other than as punctuation to its 
more vital straining and striving for an ultimate reality. The indi- 





vidual is never happy when challenged merely to be comfortable, and 
when he leans to the ridiculous or comedy side it is because he knows 
he dares not be merely the simple nonentity or indistinguishable aver- 
age. What he yearns for above all else is something worthy of su- 
preme self-sacrifice. 


























SUGGESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND APPLICATION 


(1) Why is it necessary to lift all others if you hope to reach the 
goal of illumination yourself? What two overall principles in 
the Philosophy of Concepts are considered in this and the preced- 
ing lesson? 
(2) How is godliness made evident? How is balance preserved between 
the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of earth? What is the 
primary purpose of the latter? 
(3) Why do we revel in tales of chivalry and heroism? What need do 
they meet? 
(4) Why was Gandhi’s technique irresistible? In what way was it 
akin to Carroll’s? Why should the student of truth adhere 
closely to the standards of those around him? What is the dif- 
ference between comedy and tragedy in life? What lies behind 
these to sustain man’s inner nature? Why must there be the call 
to self-dedication? For what above all else does the individual 
yearn? 



























































WHAT IS THE NEW TESTAMENT AUTHORITY FOR THIS POINT OF VIEW AS TO 
THE KINGDOM OF EARTH AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT? HOW WILL 
YOU GO ABOUT ESTABLISHING YOUR OWN KINGDOM OF EARTH? HOW WILL 
YOU LIVE WITH OTHERS IN THIS AND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? 




















